Message #46 November 24, 2024
Epistle to the Romans Deacon Joel Merritt
Romans

The Greatest Letter Ever Written

Message #46



| Message #46 November 24, 2024
Epistle to the Romans Deacon Joel Merritt
Romans

The Greatest Letter Ever Written

“How will they call on Him?”
The Means and the Method

Romans 10:14-21

“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?”
Romans 10:14



“And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then

the end will come.” Matthew 24:14
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Deuteronomy 30:1-5

1“And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which | have set
before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God has
driven you, 2and return to the LORD your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in
all that | command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, 3then the LORD your
God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will gather you again from all
the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. ¢ If your outcasts are in the
uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LorRD your God will gather you, and from there he
will take you. ® And the LoRD your God will bring you into the land that your fathers
possessed, that you may pbssess it. And he will rpéke you more prosperous and numerous

than your fathers.



Joel 2:30-32

30 “And | will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of
smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and
awesome day of the LOorRD comes. 32 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the
name of the LorD shall be saved (Romans 10:13). For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there
shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those
whom the LORD calls.

Romans 10:9-13

dbecause, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is'Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.*? For with the heart one believes and is
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and‘is saved. 11 For the Scripture

says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call
on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Joel 2:32).”



Part 1 (10:14-17): “The Means” —The Preaching of the Gospel

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? 1> And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 7 So faith

comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.



Part 2 (10:18-21): “The Method” —Making Them Jealous

18 But | ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for
“Their voice has gone out to all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the world.”

19 But | ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says,
“I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation;
with a foolish nation | will make you angry (Deuteronomy 32:21).”

20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say,
“I have been found by those who did not seek me',/
i
| have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.”

21 But of Israel he says, “All day long | have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary
people.”



Deuteronomy 32:16-21

16 They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods;
with abominations they provoked him to anger.

17They sacrificed to demons that were no gods,
to gods they had never known,

to new gods that had come recently,
whom your fathers had never dreaded.

18You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you,
and you forgot the God who gave you birth.

19“The LORD saw it and spurned them,
because of the provocation of his sons and his daughters.
20 And he said, ‘I will hide my face from them;
| will see what theirend will be, y
for they are a perverse generation, -t"
children in whom is no faithfulness.
21They have made me jealous with what is no god;
they have provoked me to anger with their idols.
So I will make them jealous with those who are no people;
I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation (Romans 10:19).



Points of Application:

1. The Means: Prayerfully seek opportunities to preach the gospel to Jewish people.
2. The Method: Practice gospel-powered obedience to the internal voice of God

Romans 8:3-4

For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order

that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
y
|

the flesh but according to the Spirit.
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