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"Abimelech ruled over Israel three years.”
Judges 9:22





[Jotham – a son of Gideon – cried aloud 
to the leaders of Shechem, in Ephraim/Manasseh]

7      .  .  .“Listen to me. . . that God may listen to you.
8 The trees once went out to anoint a king over them, and they said to the olive tree, 

‘Reign over us.’
9 But the olive tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my abundance, by which gods and 

men are honored, and go hold sway over the trees?’
10 And the trees said to the fig tree, ‘You come and reign over us.’
11 But the fig tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my sweetness and my good fruit and go 

hold sway over the trees?’
12 And the trees said to the vine, ‘You come and reign over us.’
13 But the vine said to them, ‘Shall I leave my wine that cheers God and men and go 

hold sway over the trees?’
14 Then all the trees said to the bramble, ‘You come and reign over us.’
15 And the bramble said to the trees, ‘If in good faith you are anointing me king over 

you, then come and take refuge in my shade, but if not, let fire come out of the 
bramble and devour the cedars of Lebanon.’ ”

Judges 9:8-15



“Though wickedness may prosper awhile, 
it will not prosper always.”

 

~ Matthew Henry, 1662-1714
- England - 

A Non-Conformist minister in England
Author of The Matthew Henry Commentaries











Exodus 28:6-7
“Make the ephod of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn, and of finely twisted linen—the work of skilled hands. 
It is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two of its 
corners, so it can be fastened. 
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