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Do You Have No Fear
Of Authority?

Romans 12:19 – Romans 13:1-7

“Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.”
1 Peter 2:17
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Romans 12:19 – 13:1-7 

19  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”

20  To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; 
for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.”

21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
*          *          *

1  Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and those that exist have been instituted by God.

2  Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will 
incur judgment.

3  For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in 
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval,

4  for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer.

5  Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience.

6  For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this 
very thing.

7  Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

.



4. It is not optional, but rather obligatory, for Christians to live 
subjected to the higher authorities. (13:1) (13:5)

2. Governmental leaders are especially regarded as servants 
of God. (13:6)

1. Governmental leaders have authority from God – or, better 
said – “ARE authorities from God.” (13:1)

3. Governmental leaders are distinctly called ministers of 
God. (13:4)

Clear Conclusions from Romans 13:1-7



1. “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in 
authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who 
do right.” (1 Peter 2:13-14)

2. “. . . the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom He will.” (Daniel 4:25)

3. “Furthermore, in your bedchamber do not curse a king, and in your sleeping rooms do not curse a 
rich man, for a bird of the heavens will carry the sound, and the winged creature will make the 
matter known.” (Ecclesiastes 10:20)

4. “Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.” (1 Peter 2:17)

5. “And Jesus said to them, 'Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that 
are God's.' And they were amazed at Him” (Mark 12:17)

6. “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf 
of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life 
in all godliness and dignity.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2)

7. “But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, realizing the fact that law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the 
unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers” (1 Timothy 1:8-9)

7 Bible Verses Relevant to the Topic of Governing Leaders



JESUS

. . . far above all rule and 
authority and power and 
dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this age, 
but also in the one to come. 
And He put all things in 
subjection under His feet, and 
gave Him as head over all 
things to the church, which is 
His body, the fulness of Him 
who fills all in all.” 

         (Ephesians 1:21-23)

SATAN

“and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has 
been judged.” (John 16:11)

“in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of 
the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
(2 Corinthians 4:4)

“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 
formerly walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 
working in the sons of disobedience.” 
(Ephesians 2:1-2)

and meanwhile, these are overarching spiritual 
authorities and powers
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Application Questions

1. Why is it important for everyone 
in authority to remember that he 
only holds a delegated authority?

2. Although God designed authority 
for our blessing and protection, 
He allows a lot of abusive 
authority to exist. Why would He 
do this? What can those under 
such authority learn?

3. When, if ever, is it right to rebel 
against abusive authority? 

Summit Circle
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